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March  2Srd^  1904. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  again  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  Mortality,  Health,  and  general  Sanitary  Conditions  of  your  Township 
during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1903. 

Deaths. — The  Deaths  registered  in  your  District  numbered  271, 
and  including  4  deaths  of  persons  from  your  Township  who  died  in  the 
Manchester  Royal  Infirmary,  275,  which,  with  an  estimated  population  of 
15*750,  is  equal  to  a  Death  Rate  of  17*57  per  thousand  of  the  population,  as 
against  14*83  per  thousand  in  1902,  18*56  per  thousand  in  1901,  and  18*5 
per  thousand  in  1900,  The  average  Death  Rate  for  the  last  ten  years  is 
17*69. 


Deaths  Tabulated  in  Age  Groups, 
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gives  a  rate  of  162*2  per  thousand  deaths  to  every  thousand  children 
registered.  This  rate  is  high,  but  compares  favourably  with  the  four 
preceding  years,  as  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 
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Chart  SHOWING  Rises  FallofInfectious  Diseases  during  1902-3 


Births. — 537  Births  were  registered — 268  Males  and  269  Females. 
This  is  equivalent  to  a  Birth  Rate  of  34 ’08  per  thousand  of  the  population. 
In  1902  the  Birth  Rate  was  32*32,  and  in  1901,  34*16,  whilst  the  average 
for  the  last  ten  years  was  34*73. 

Respiratory  Diseases. — The  deaths  from  Respiratory  Diseases 
numbered  77,  equal  to  a  Rate  of  4*88  per  thousand  of  the  population.  This 
is  slightly  higher  than  the  two  previous  years. 


Death  Rate  from  Respiratory  Diseases. 
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Phthisis. — The  Death  Rate  of  Phthisis  for  1903  is  57  per  thousand  of 
the  population,  a  slight  decrease  from  1902.  We  cannot  call  this  unduly 
excessive  when  we  consider  that  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  work  either 
in  the  cotton  mill  or  coal  mine. 


Zymotic  Diseases. — 32  Deaths  were  registered  from  Zymotic 
Diseases,  equal  to  a  Rate  of  2*03  per  thousand,  against  2*1  last  year,  3*1  per 
thousand  in  1901,  and  3*2  in  1900 — a  gradual  decrease  during  the  last  four 
years. 

Table  of  Death  from  Zymotic  Diseases. 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  15 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  7 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  ...  5 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  3 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  1 

Puerperal  Fever  ..  ...  1 

32 


Diarrhoea. — The  deaths  from  this  disease  were  5  in  number,  all  being 
of  children  under  1  year  of  age.  Last  year  there  were  6  ;  in  1901,  26. 

Enteritis. — This  Organic  Disease,  of  which  Diarrhoea  is  a  prominent 
symptom,  accounted  for  2  deaths;  in  the  previous  year  6  ;  and  in  1901,  16, 
a  decrease  which  is  decidedly  satisfactory. 
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Infectious  Diseases. — The  number  of  Infectious  cases  notified  during 
the  year  was  506,  equivalent  to  34-6  per  thousand  of  the  population.  The 
removals  to  the  Sanatorium,  152;  of  these  138  were  Scarlet  Fever,  13 
Typhoid  Fever,  and  1  Smallpox.  There  were  24  deaths  from  Infectious 
Diseases,  equal  to  an  Infectious  Diseases  Death  Rate  of  1-52.  Taking  the 
number  of  notified  cases,  the  slight  increase  in  this  rate  compares  favourably 
with  previous  years. 


Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases,  1902  =  3. 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Death  Rate 

Year. 

Cases 

Notified. 

Deaths. 

per  1000  of 
population. 

1902 

237 

20 

1-29 

1903 

506 

24 

1-51 

The  majority  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  first  half  of  the  year,  the 
actual  figures  being  —January  to  June,  359  ;  July  to  December,  147. 

The  great  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  being  due  to  the  Scarlet 
Fever  outbreak,  that  disease  accounting  for  no  less  than  434  of  the  506  cases 
notified. 
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Monthly  Returns  of  Infectious  Diseases,  1903. 


(6) 


^  f  . 


'  li  i  t 


f 


Smallpox. — During  the  month  of  April  a  case  of  Smallpox  w^as  noti¬ 
fied.  The  patient  was  at  once  isolated,  and  all  the  usual  precaution  were 
taken.  No  further  cases  occurred.  The  source  of  the  infection  could  not 
be  traced. 

Scarlet  Fever. — I  regret  to  report  that  the  epidemic  of  Scarlatina 
which  broke  out  in  December,  1902,  continued  with  varying  intensity  during 
the  whole  year,  the  maximum  being  reached  in  February,  when  7 6  cases  were 
reported,  and  the  minimum  in  September,  when  11  cases  occurred.  The 
total  number  of  cases  during  the  year  was  434,  138  of  which  were  removed  to 
the  Sanatorium.  There  were  15  deaths  from  the  disease,  which  is  equivalent 
to  a  Scarlet  Fever  Death  Rate  of  ’95. 


Scarlet  Fever  Cases  during  1900=1-2  and  3. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Cases 
Reported. 

Number 
Removed  to 
Sanatorium. 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

Death  Rate 
from  Scarlet 
Fever. 

1900 

137 

98 

7 

46 

1901 

62 

34 

5 

•32 

1902 

180 

83 

4 

•25 

1903 

434 

138 

15 

•95 

The  Schools  were  closed  from  June  8th  to  July  20th.  Each  case  has 
been  visited  and  investigated  by  your  Inspector,  IVlr.  Smith,  and  the  Schools 
and  350  houses  have  been  fumigated  and  disinfected  under  his  personal 
supervision.  In  three  cases  it  was  found  necessary  to  destroy  the  infected 
bedding. 

The  want  of  proper  apparatus  for  the  disinfecting  of  bedding,  &c  ,  has 
been  very  seriously  felt,  and  no  doubt  can  exist  that  its  want  has  retarded 
the  stamping  out  of  the  disease. 


Diphtheria. — Eighteen  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified,  and  three 
deaths  recorded. 

Membranous  Croup. — Two  cases  were  notified,  neither  had  a  fatal 
issue. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever. — Twenty-two  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever 
were  reported  during  the  year,  as  against  24  in  1902.  Thirteen  of  the  cases 
were  removed  to  the  Sanatorium.  Five  deaths  were  recorded  from  this 
disease. 

Enteric  Fever  Cases,  1901=2=3. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Cases 
Reported. 

Number  of 
Deaths  from 
Typhoid. 

1901 

71 

7 

1902 

24 

11 

1903 

22 

5 

Out  District  Deaths. — Thirty-one  deaths  were  registered  in  Tyldesley 
of  persons  belonging  to  other  districts,  of  these  28  occurred  in  the  Sanatorium. 

Premature  Births. — Thirteen  deaths  were  registered  of  children 
prematurely  born. 

Premature  Births,  1900-1-2-3. 

1900  .  21 

1901  .  10 

1902  .  13 

1903  .  13 


Coroner’s  Inquests. — The  Coroner  held  22  enquiries  during  the  year. 


Sanitary  Work. — In  the  Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  during  the  year 
1903,  the  Inspector  gives  the  following  particulars  of  Nuisances  reported: — 


Houses  and  other  Premises  provided  with  Water  Closets  in 
place  of  Middens  ... 

Water  Closets,  Privies,  and  Ashpits  Cleaned,  Repaired,  and 
Rebuilt 

Insanitary  and  Dirty  Houses  dealt  with 
Defective  Drains,  Gulleys  and  Downspouts  ... 

Houses  Overcrowded 

Accumulations  of  Manure  or  Offensive  Refuse 


161 

118 

35 

49 

15 

13 


Backyard  Pavements  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Sewage  and  Stagnant  Water  about  Houses  ...  ...  ...  8 

Cases  reported  but  not  attended  to  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

There  was  one  case  of  legal  proceedings,  the  Summons  was  however  with¬ 
drawn  on  the  Nuisance  being  abated. 

The  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act. — Two  single  houses 
have  been  closed,  whilst  three  others  are  closed  temporarily  whilst  certain 
Sanitary  improvements  are  made.  Six  other  houses  are  to  be  demolished. 
Backdoors  and  windows  have  been  made  in  four  other  houses  to  get  through 
ventilation. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. — The  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 
Milkshops  have  been  constantly  under  inspection,  and  frequent  limewashing 
of  the  Cowsheds  insisted  upon.  Four  Cowsheds  have  been  redrained,  and 
improvements  made  in  the  pavement  about  them.  The  manure  receptacles 
have  been  removed  from  the  vicinity  of  three  others.  There  is  still  room  for 
improvement  in  a  number  of  cases.  The  new  Bye-Laws  that  are  being 
framed  will  give  greater  powers  for  the  enforcing  of  necessary  alterations. 
With  regard  to  the  Milk  Dealers  there  is  room  for  great  improvement  in  the 
method  of  distributing  the  milk  to  the  consumers.  In  the  first  place  the 
carts  might  be  kept  much  cleaner.  Secondly,  the  clothing  of  the  persons 
distributing  the  milk  is,  almost  without  exception,  in  anything  but  a  sanitary 
condition.  The  constant  opening  of  the  Stock  Can,  and  the  necessary 
measuring  out  of  the  milk  by  a  man  or  woman  with  a  dirty  coat  and  in  many 
cases  dirty  hands,  is  most  objectionable,  and  cannot  help  but  cause  Microbic 
contamination  of  the  milk.  Highl}^  polished  milk  cans,  alone,  do  not  insure 
a  supply  of  pure  milk. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  is  a  strict  supervision  kept  over  the 
Slaughter  Houses,  and  the  offal  is  removed  three  times  a  week.  Four  cases 
of  diseased  meat  have  been  dealt  with,  three  at  the  Slaughter  Houses  and 
one  at-a  farm.  The  amount  destroyed  during  the  year  was  1,030  lbs. 

Tripe  Manufactories. — The  four  Tripe  Manufactories  have  been 
frequently  inspected,  and  are  kept  as  clean  as  the  circumstances  of  their 
trade  will  allow.  Complaints  have  been  made  of  an  offensive  smell  from  the 
sewer  near  one  of  them,  but  a  new  length  of  sewer  is  being  laid,  and  this 
will  remove  the  cause  of  complaint. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — The  two  Common  Lodging  Houses 
have  been  repeatedly  inspected.  The  one  commented  on  unfavourably  last 
year  has  been  kept  in  a  much  cleaner  state. 

The  Factory  and  Workshops  Act. — There  are  65  Workshops  on 
the  Register,  19  of  which  are  Bakehouses. 
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Bakehouses. — According  to  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901, 
no  underground  bakehouse  can  be  occupied  as  such  after  January  1st,  1904, 
unless  the  occupier  obtains  a  certificate  from  the  Sanitary  Authority  for  that 
purpose.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  three  underground  bake¬ 
houses,  the  owners  of  two  of  these  were  notified  to  discontinue  their  use,  and 
surface  bakehouses  have  been  provided  in  both  cases.  The  third  is  still  in 
use,  and  the  desirability  of  its  being  closed  is  to  be  further  considered.  The 
granting  of  a  certificate  for  the  use  of  an  underground  bakehouse  is  a  serious 
step,  as  the  Act  appears  to  give  no  power  to  the  Authority  granting  it  by 
which  they  can  withdraw  the  same  at  any  future  time,  if  it  should  be  necessary. 
The  chimney  of  one  bakehouse  has  been  increased  in  height,  and  notices 
were  served  on  eight  others  to  lime  wash  their  premises. 

Workshops. — One  Workshop  was  found  to  be  overcrowded;  this  has 
now  been  remedied.  In  seven  other  cases  limewashing  was  required,  and  in 
a  number  of  others  no  Abstract  of  the  Act  was  displayed ;  these  matters  have 
however  now  all  been  attended  to. 

Smoke  Nuisance. — May  I  again  urge  your  Council  to  adopt  some 
time  limit  for  the  emitting  of  Black  Smoke  from  the  Chimney  Shafts  in  your 
District.  A  grave  and  constant  nuisance  from  this  source  is  ever  present  in 
your  Township,  and  ought  to  be  immediately  dealt  with.  Your  Inspector 
has  taken  many  observations,  and  reported  as  much  as  thirty  minutes  black 
smoke  during  the  hour.  Such  an  immense  volume  of  unburnt  carbon  and 
waste  gases  thrown  into  the  atmosphere  must  have  a  very  deleterious  effect 
on  the  general  respiratory  sick  rate  of  your  District,  besides  the  discomfort 
and  uncleanliness  caused  thereby. 

The  Common. — The  paving  of  the  streets  round,  and  the  laying  out 
of,  the  Common,  will  undoubtedly  tend  to  the  better  sanitary  condition  of 
the  town. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  has  been  very  unsatisfactory  during 
the  past  year,  but  it  is  expected  that  this  will  be  remedied  in  the  near  future. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

B.  BLAKEMORE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Chairman  and  Members 

OF  THE  District  Council. 
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For  Whole  District  of  Tyldesley-with-Shakerley. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  1903. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE. 

At  all 
Ages. 

Under  1. 

1  to  5. 

6  to  15. 

15  to  25. 

25  to  65. 

65  and 
Upwards. 

Number  of 
Cases 

Removed  to 
Sanatorium. 

Smallpox 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  •  . 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Cholera  ... 

. . . 

•  • 

«  •  « 

-  • 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

Diphtheria 

18 

1 

7 

8 

•  •  • 

2 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

Membranous  Croup 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Erysipelas 

22 

, . . 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

15 

3 

«  •  « 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

434 

6 

166 

249 

9 

4 

•  •  • 

138 

Typhus  Fever  ... 

•  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  . 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

22 

«  «  • 

. . . 

4 

7 

11 

•  •  • 

13 

Relapsing  Fever. 

. . . 

*  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

« -  • 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Continued  Fever.. 

1 

•  •  • 

• .  • 

1 

.  .  . 

•  *  « 

Puerperal  Fever... 

6 

•  •  • 

2 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Plague  ... 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

«  .  • 

... 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

... 

Total ... 

506 

7 

175 

263 

21 

37 

3 

152 
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For  Whole  District  of  TyIdesley-with-Shakerley. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death,  during  Year  1903. 


Deaths  in  whole  District 

AT  Subjoined  Ages. 

1  and 

5  and 

15  and 

25  and 

65  and 

Causes  of  Death. 

All 

Under 

under 

under 

under 

under 

up- 

Ages. 

1  Year. 

5. 

15. 

25. 

65. 

wards. 

Small-pox 

•  « 

Measles  ... 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

Scarlet  Fever 

15 

11 

4 

Whooping-cough . . . 
Diptheria  and 

7 

5 

2 

Membranous  Croup 

3 

1 

2 

Croup 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

f  Typhus... 

•  <  • 

•  •  • 

Fever  4  Enteric... 

5 

«  •  • 

i 

2 

2 

y  Other  continued 

... 

Epidemic  Influenza 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

Cholera  . . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Plague 

•  •  » 

•  • 

Diarrhoea . . , 

5 

5 

•  •  • 

Enteritis  ... 

2 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

1 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

i 

Erysipelas 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Other  Septic  Diseases 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Phthsis  ... 

9 

*  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

7 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

4 

2 

2 

• « • 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

9 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

6 

3 

Bronchitis... 

31 

10 

6 

i 

7 

7 

Pneumonia 

35 

12 

13 

2 

2 

3 

3 

Pleurisy  ... 

Other  Diseases  of 

■  •  • 

. . . 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

. . . 

Respiratory  Organs  ... 

2 

•  •  . 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Alcoholism  ...  1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  j 

1 

‘  1 

*  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

V eneral  Diseases ... 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Premature  Birth... 
Diseases  and  Accidents 

13 

13 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

of  Parturition... 

4 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

•  •  • 

Heart  Diseases  ... 

13 

1 

•  *  • 

V  •  • 

•  •  ■ 

10 

2 

Accidents 

11 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

7 

•  •  • 

Suicides  ... 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

All  other  Causes... 

97 

40 

12 

3 

2 

18 

22 

All  Causes 

276 

91 

50 

13 

14 

69 

38 

13 


